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USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, PEPR, TU 

SUB J : EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AT LUNCHEON 
FOR TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 

1 . AT A LUNCHEON THE EC COMMISSION GAVE FOR TURKISH 
PRIMIN ECEVIT MAY 25 FOLLOWING A PRIVATE DISCUSSION 

OF EC-TURKISH RELATIONS BETWEEN ECEVIT AND COMMISSION 
PRESIDENT JENKINS, JENKINS DELIVERED THE FOLLOWING PRE- 
PARED REMARKS. (MISSION UNDERSTANDS TEXT OF REMARKS WILL 
PROBABLY BE PUBLISHED SOMETIME NEXT WEEK.) 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

IT IS AN HONOUR AND A PLEASURE FOR MY COLLEAGUES AND MY- 
SELF TO RECEIVE YOU HERE TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES. WE HAVE JUST HAD A MOST 
USEFUL CONVERSATION ON YOUR COUNTRY'S RELATIONS WITH THE 
COMMUNITY. WE VALUE OUR FRIENDSHIP WITH TURKEY, AND WE 
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PAY TRIBUTE TO HER CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE AFFAIRS OF EUROPE. 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMMUNITY, PROMINENT IN THE COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE, AND A CUSTODIAN OF THE SOUTH-EASTERN FLANK OF THE 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE, TURKEY MAKES AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE CHARACTER AND STABILITY OF THE WESTERN POLITICAL 
SYSTEM. 
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I DO NOT DENY THAT THERE ARE SOMETIMES TENSIONS BETWEEN 
US AS THERE ARE IN ALL FRIENDSHIPS OR FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. 

I AM IN PARTICULAR AWARE OF YOUR MISGIVINGS ABOUT WHAT 
COULD FOLLOW THE FURTHER ENLARGEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY, AND 
ABOUT SOME ASPECTS OF THE FUNCTIONING OF OUR ASSOCIATION 
AGREEMENT. AT OUR MEETING TODAY WE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUN- 
ITY TO DISCUSS SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS AND ACHIEVE BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN US. BE ASSURED, MR. PRIME MINISTER, 

THAT IF THERE ARE THOSE WHO TELL YOU THAT FEW IN EUROPE 
TODAY CARE FOR TURKEY THEY ARE PROFOUNDLY WRONG. WE WANT 
TO IMPROVE AND DEVELOP OUR RELATIONSHIP, AND REKINDLE THE 
SPIRIT OF THE AGREEMENT WHICH WAS SIGNED IN ANKARA IN 
SEPTEMBER 1963. 

IN PARTICULAR WE WANT TO RESUME THE DIALOGUE WITH YOU. 

AS WAS SAID AT THE LAST MEETING OF OUR ASSOCIATION COUNCIL 
IN DECEMBER 1976, THE COMMUNITY IS WILLING TO CONSIDER 
SYMPATHETICALLY ANY SPECIFIC REQUEST YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE 
FOR MODIFICATIONS IN OUR RELATIONSHIP. FOR EXAMPLE WE 
MIGHT INTRODUCE GREATER FLEXIBILITY INTO THE WAY IN WHICH 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION ARE APPLIED. WE COULD 
THUS TAKE BETTER ACCOUNT OF YOUR NATIONAL OBJECTIVES IN 
THE INDUSTRIAL, TECHNICAL, COMMERCIAL AND OTHER FIELDS. 
CO-OPERATION OF THIS KIND WOULD, IN OUR JUDGMENT, BE BETTER 
ATTUNED TO THE NEEDS OF OUR FUTURE RELATIONSHIP THAN THE 
OLD APPROACH OF TARIFF REDUCTIONS. AS YOU KNOW WE HAVE 
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ALREADY REMOVED TARIFFS ON THE GREAT MAJORITY OF TURKISH 
GOODS. I ADD, MR. PRIME MINISTER, THAT WE HOPE SOON TO 
MAKE AVAILABLE TO YOU A SUBSTANTIAL SUM - SOME US $450 
MILLION - IN LOANS. WE AWAIT RATIFICATION BY THE PAR- 
LIAMENTS OF SOME MEMBER STATES AND BY THE TURKISH GRAND 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. IT MIGHT, INDEED, BE NO BAD IDEA TO 
BEGIN WORK WITH YOU ON SELECTING THE PROJECTS TO BE 
FINANCED TO AVOID UNNECESSARY DELAY. 

WE ARE, MR. PRIME MINISTER, FULLY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS 
WHICH AFFECT THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND THE DISTRESS 
WHICH HAS BEEN CAUSED TO ITS PEOPLE OVER THE YEARS. I 
WOULD NOT PRESUME TO INTRUDE WITH ADVICE BUT I SHOULD LIKE 
YOU TO KNOW OF OUR SYMPATHY AND DESIRE TO GIVE ANY HELP 
WE CAN TO SETTLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FRIENDS. IN THE 
LONGER RUN I SHARE THE CONFIDENCE YOU HAVE EXPRESSED IN 
ONE OF YOUR OWN POEMS WHEN YOU SAID THAT "THE GOLDEN AGE 
OF THE AEGEAN SHALL COME TO LIFE AGAIN". END TEXT. 

HINTON 
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